
medical faculty of the Vienna University from October till
March. The fee is generally from $10 to $25; the duration is
from sixteen to twenty-four hours, except in regular semes¬
tral classes, lasting six months.

BERLIN LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Berlin, Sept. 8, 1909.
The Etiologic Significance of Spirocheta Pallida

After the significance of Spirochœta pallida as a cause of
syphilis has been established apparently without dissent, there
suddenly appears an article in the Deutsche medizinische
Wochenschrift from the well-known bacteriologist, Scheres-
chewsky, that is calculated to reopen the question. In his
article, which is a reproduction of an address at the Interna¬
tional Congress at Budapest, Schereschewsky communicates
the results of further investigations which he has made on
the culture of the Spirochœta pallida at Neisser's clinic at
Breslau in pursuance of the work which he published a few
months ago. He has succeeded in cultivating the spirochete, buthe has not been able to infect animals with these cultures. In
spite of an observation period of from one to four and a half
months, none of his inoculations gave rise to an affection which
could be regarded as syphilis. He meets the question of the
significance to be attached to the unsuccessful animal inocula¬
tions by himself and others, by asserting a doubt whether the
Spirochœta pallida is really the exciting cause of syphilis. We
must not hesitate, he remarks, to subject to renewed criticism
the relation of Schaudinn's spirochete to syphilis which was
so readily accepted. It may be possible, indeed, that the
spirochetes have lost their virulence by cultivation; such be¬
havior, however, has never been observed in cultivated micro¬
organisms. It might also be possible that the spirochetes cul¬
tivated by Schereschewsky in spite of their microscopic re¬
semblance were not the genuine Spiroclurta pallida which
causes syphilis. It would be a severe criticism of the author
to accept this explanation; he has hitherto believed that he
was able to recognize the Spirocheta' in spite of their mor¬
phologic variability. If his skill in this respect is to be
doubted it would be necessary to doubt the diagnostic signifi¬
cance of the finding of the Spirochœta· in general. There is no
question that this article, which has been prepared by an ex¬
perienced author under the supervision of Neisser, will attractthe greatest attention.

Advent of Cholera
Cholera has now been introduced into Holland by sea, and

15 cases with 10 deaths have occurred at Rotterdam. There
are 74 suspected persons under medical supervision. Un¬
doubtedly, the cholera was introduced from Russia. In St.Petersburg, since the beginning of the present cholera epi¬demic, about 14.000 persons have been attacked, and 5,500have died of the disease.

Pharmacology
[Contribution from the Chemical Laboratory of the

American Medical Association]
ANUSOL HEMORRHOIDAL SUPPOSITORIES

W. A. Puckner and L. E. Warren
An abstract of an article concerning "anusol suppositories"

was published in The Journal, Jan. 23, 1900. This gave the
results of an analysis by a foreign chemist, J. F. Suyver,which were to the effect that "anusol suppositories" contained
no "anusol." Schering & Glatz, the American agents for
"anusol" suppositories, took exceptions to the abstract, asked
that The Journal retract, and submitted the findings of a
chemist in support of their claim that the suppositories do con¬
tain "anusol." To determine the composition of "anusol
hemorrhoidal suppositories" as they are found on the American
market, trade packages were purchased (April 6, 1909) and
submitted to examination in the Association's laboratory.According to the claims of the manufacturers, 12 suppos¬
itories contain:

"Anusoli. 7.5 grams"Zinc oxid. 6.0 grams"Balsam Peruv. 1.5 grams"Ol. theobroin.19.0 grams"Ungt. cerat. 2.5 grams"

Calculated to percentages the formula reads:
Anusoli .20.54 per cent.
Zinc oxid .16.44 per cent.
Balsam Peruv. 4.11 per cent.
Ol. theobrom.32.06 per cent.
Ungt.cerat. 6.85 per cent.

When this product was submitted to the Council some time
ago, Sehering & Glatz stated that, according to the manu¬
facturer, "anusol" is the "iodo resorcin sulphonate of bismuth,
having the following rational formula: [C„H2IS02.0 (OH)2]3Bi.
In the meta-dioxybenzol CeH, (OH)2, the resorcin, one H has
been replaced by one I, and for another H the sulfonic-acid
group So_.-OH has been, substituted, so that meta-dioxybenzol
is transformed into CeH2IS02-OH(OH)2. In the sulfonic acid
the H of OH is replaced by Bi and, as Bi is trivalent the
above rational formula results."

According to this formula "anusol" should contain:
Iodin .32.99 per cent.Sulphur. 8.34 per cent.
Bismuth . .18.07 per cent.

And the "anusol" suppositories should contain :

Iodin .6.77per cent.
Sulphur. 1.71 per cent.Bismuth.3.71 per cent.

Examination1 showed that the suppositories contain about
0.08 per cent, iodin, or 1.2 per cent, of the amount claimed;
0.28 per cent, sulphur, or 16.3 per cent, of what is claimed;
0.71 per cent, bismuth, or 19 per cent of what is claimed;
and zinc equivalent to 16.5 per cent, zinc oxid, or about 100
per cent, of claim.
From the standpoint of the iodin content alone, assuming

that all of the iodin found is present in the form of "anusol,"
the results of the examination of the product (as found on the
American market) verifies, for all practical purposes, Suyver's
statement that "anusol suppositories contain no anusol," for
the quantity of iodin present is so minute (about 1/82 of that
required by the formula) as to be unworthy of serious con¬
sideration. The presence of sulphid in appreciable amounts
was demonstrated showing that the sulphur is present, at least
in part, in the form of sulphid and not as sulphonate as is
claimed. In a measure, too, this is in accord with the findings
of Suyver, who concluded that, in the product which he ex¬

amined, the bismuth was present in the form of sulphid. The
proportions of sulphur and of bismuth (respectively about
1/6 and 1/5 of the required amounts) indicate still further
that the product is not all that it is claimed to be.
A specimen submitted by Schering & Glatz to the Council

two years ago contained 0.09 per cent, iodin, or 1.3 per cent,
of the amount claimed; 0.23 per cent, sulphur, or 13.4 per
cent, of the claimed amount; and 0.52 per cent, bismuth, or
14 per cent, of what is claimed by the formula. Since the
above determinations were made another specimen of Anusol
Hemorrhoids Ti Suppositories was received from Schering &
Glatz, July 16, 1909. This sample was found to contain
about : 0.075 per cent, iodin, or 1.1 per cent, of the amount re¬

quired by the formula; 0.265 per cent, of sulphur, or 15.5
per cent, of the requirement and 0.88 per cent, bismuth, or
23.7 per cent, of the required amount. It will thus be seen
that the composition of the oldest specimen and also that of
the specimen recently sent, corresponds in a general way with
that of the one first examined.
Whether judgment be based on the determination of the

bismuth, the sulphur or the iodin, the results just given
clearly show that the claims made concerning the composition
of "Anusol Hemorrhoidal Suppnsitories" are not substantiated
by the facts.

Hayes Asthma Cure
To the Editor:—Kindly give me information concerning "The

Hayes Method for Asthma and Hay Fever," concerning which
I enclose a circular. E. Parrish, Brooklyn.Answer.—The Hayes asthma remedies were analyzed in the
pharmaceutical institute of the University of Berlin by J.
Kochs, and, according to the Arbeiten aus dem Pharmazeu-

1. Details of the quantitative analysis of "Anusol Hemorrhoidal
Suppositories" will appear in the annual report of the Chemical
Laboratory of the American Medical Association, or they may be
had on request
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tischen Institut der Universität, Berlin, vol. iv, p. 122, with
the following results. Six of the seven remedies were ex¬

amined:
1 (Labeled No. 781).—A cough medicine for use in colds,

catarrhs, bronchitis and for the relief of asthma. Dose 20 to
30 drops. This is said by the analyst to contain about 6.5
per cent, of oils, consisting chiefly of oils of turpentine and
peppermint, emulsified and sweetened with syrup.

2 (Labeled T. I. Q.).—A remedy that is to be taken in doses
of 15 minims three times a day before meals. According to
the report, it contained 13.7 per cent, of iodin in the form of
potassium iodid, to which had been added a little wine and a

small percentage (0.1) of hydrochloric acid.
3 (Labeled No. 769 A.-C).—A remedy to be given in doses

of 30 minims at bedtime, to be repeated two or three times in
several hours. This, says Kochs, was a slightly reddish syrup
containing 6.7 per cent, of iodin combined as potassium, sodium
and ammonium iodids.

4 (Labeled T. II Q.).—A preparation to be taken in doses of
15 minims three times a day immediately after meals. The
analytical report shows it to contain 1.08 per cent, of iron in
the form of an iron peptonate.

5 (Labeled No. 808).—These were small capsules filled with
0.1 gm. (1.5 grs.) of a loose white powder. It is said "to
strengthen the lungs and reduce the tendency to taking cold."
Analysis is said to have disclosed that it consisted of quinin
sulphate.

6 ( Labeled No. 763 ).—Small white sugar-coated pills. These
are said to act mildly on the liver and regulate the digestion.
The active principle of these pills as shown by the analysis
was resin of jalap.

Expression of Cataract in Its Capsule
To the Editor:\p=m-\The letter of Major Henry Smith, I. M. S.,

in The Journal, Sept. 11, 1909, needs an answer because of
the bias of this "most interesting man in the world."
With all due deference to the great experience of Major

Smith, which has never even been approached by any other
operator, and to the details of the operation which he (Smith)
claims as his own, yet I consider that a slightly larger in-
cision than that described in the original essay of Pagenstecher
in 1865, and small modifications claimed in the procedure
should not take away the honor of priority of description and
practice of the procedure from Pagenstecher and give the
operation the name of Smith of Jullundur.

Indeed, as has been noted in Greene's and my papers, the
same operation was done even before the time of Pagen-
stecher, although not generally practised. In Benjamin Bill's
"System of Surgery," reprinted in Boston in 1791, it is noted
that a French oculist regularly operated in suitable cases by
removing the lens in its capsule.

The expression operation is specifically described by Pagen-
stecher and Elschnig as follows :

Nach dem Drittelbogenschitt nach oben mit Bindehautlappen
wird iridectomiert und hierauf die Linse, entweder durch das
blasse Druckmanäver oder mit dem flachen Löffel der bloss als
Gleitfläche dient, entbunden.

The lens is expelled after incision oí about one-third oí the
circumference made with a conjunctival flap and an upward
iridectomy either by means of gentle pressure- or with the flat
spoon acting purely as a gliding surface.
I have had occasion to look over my collection of so-called

Pagenstecher spoons and among the seven which I possess find
only one which in any way corresponds with the cup-shaped
instrument depicted by Smith. The others all offer the gliding
surface as described above.
Why then did I not quote Pagenstecher's writings on "Ex¬

pression of Cataract in the Capsule" between 1888 and 1908?
My position as editor of Ophthalmology and kindred publica¬
tions for the past twenty years gives me rather an exceptional
command of ophthalmic literature, yet I am not aware that
there have been any such publications of his during this time!

The necessity for at least a 3/5 incision of the sclerocornea
or a larger one when purely in the cornea has been pointed out
by other writers besides Smith and myself. While I am favor-

able to the operation of expression of cataract in its capsule it
is yet sul· judice, and it must be proved that it is "the best
operation in the world" bv its ultimate results.

H. V. W\l=u"\rdemann,M.D., Seattle, Wash.

Tubercle Bacilli in the Blood\p=m-\AClaim for Priority
To the Editor:\p=m-\Referringto your editorial, "Tubercle

Bacilli in the Blood," in The Journal of Sept. 18, 1909, I
wish to call attention to the fact that in May, in a paper by
Dr. Lyons and myself, which was read before the Louisiana
State Society, in which we reported failure to confirm certain
observations of Rosenberger, appears the following anent the
presence of contaminating organisms in distilled water: "The
danger of this occurrence is easily obviated by using water
very recently distilled, or direct from the still, and by the
thorough cleansing of the jars before using by means of a

strong solution of mineral acid." As we were the first to
report failure to confirm observations made by Rosenberger
and encountering the error, corrected and reported on it, I
believe that it should be credited to us and not to Brem. We
went through the experiences which he reports in The Jour-
nal, in our paper directed attention to Rosenberger's faulty
technic, and gave a method of overcoming the difficulty, and
reported this some four months ago. I will thank you for
giving this letter publication.

M. P. Burnham, M.D., Harrisonburg, Va.

Rhinology at the International Medical Congress
To the Editor:\p=m-\Thepapers and discussions of the diseases

of the accessory sinuses have been of special interest to
rhinologists at the Sixteenth International Congress. Whereas,
up to comparatively recent date, the pendulum had swung to
ultraradicalism, at the congress it was evident that return
had been made to safer measures. The authors of papers that
were read and all of those who discussed the subject, with
the single exception of Jansen, were strongly in favor of con-

servative measures except in extreme and rare cases. It
was admitted that the radical operation did not usually result
in quicker recovery than could be obtained from the less
severe and more conservative operations. It was further ad-
mitted that these extreme operations were the cause of many
deaths. About a dozen papers on these subjects were pre-
sented. Among those who read or discussed the papers were

Dundas Grant (London). Uchermann (Christiania), Bourack
(Charkoff), Jansen (Berlin), Killian (Freiberg), Chiari
(Vienna), Massei (Naples), myself and several others whose
names I do not now recall. Naturally great weight is given
to the change of sentiment by the attitude of Killian, whose
work along these lines is well-known. It is to be hoped that
the preponderance of evidence brought out will result in
placing the radical operation in its proper position, that is, an

operation of the last resort.
E. Fletcher Ingals, Chicago.

Warning Against Book Agent
To the Editor:\p=m-\At present there is traveling through the

southern states, a man reported to us to be about 35 or 40
years of age, clean-shaven face, weighing 250 or 265 pounds,
about 6 feet high.

He is calling on physicians and others offering to sell them
forty books for $20, and to make them local agents for the
Lippincott Publishing Co. So far as we know, there is no
concern in this country of that name. After securing the
$20 or $25, nothing more is heard of this agent, and as the
complaints come to us we have reason to believe that he is
working on our reputation. He has been working through
Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas, and has used the names
of Bradford, Howard and Hackett, with various initials.
Judging from the numerous complaints received, his opera-

tions are extensive and successful from his standpoint.
We are doing all we can to have the police notified, and the

man apprehended, though, of course, we cannot prosecute, as
we have not been injured or victimized.

J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia.
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